
February 17, 2021 

Dear Colleagues,  

Re: OCT Temporary Certificate  

On January 30, 2021 two provincial regulatory amendments created a new licensing pathway for the 
Ontario College of Teachers (OCT).  Ontario Regulation 1/21, made under the “Ontario College of 
Teachers Act, 1996”, and Ontario Regulation 2/21, made under the “Education Act”, created a 
Temporary Certificate of Qualification and Registration with the Ontario College of Teachers (OCT).   

According to a release by the Ministry of Education,  
 
“The new temporary certificate is intended to help provide temporary staffing stabilization in our 
schools. It gives teacher candidates who are enrolled in teacher education programs at Ontario 
faculties of education the opportunity to be employed as occasional teachers and complete 
required practicum days at the same time. […]  To be eligible, teacher candidates must have 
already successfully completed a portion of their practicum, be progressing well in their 
academic program, and be on track to complete their teacher education program by December 
31, 2021.”  

In the few days since we have learned about this Temporary Certificate we have sought to clarify the 

eligibility requirements mentioned by the Ministry, to ensure that all Teacher Candidates and Board of 

Education partners share an understanding. Not all Teacher Candidates will be eligible.  

The practicum experience is an essential component of our Bachelor of Education, providing teacher 
candidates with opportunities to grow and develop professional skills and attitudes through meaningful 
experiences supported by the mentorship and guidance of classroom teachers and school 
administrators. We are committed to supporting valuable practice teaching experiences that support 
teacher development, and we recognize that our Teacher Candidates are all unique, and their needs for 
growth and development are also unique.  
 

Ontario College of Teachers Approval Requirements  

Teacher Candidates can apply for the Temporary Certificate if they:  

• are expected to successfully complete their Ontario program of professional 
education by December 31,2021*  

• have, as of the date of their application, successfully completed a portion of the 
practicum* and  

• have made satisfactory progress in their program*  

*As determined by reports made by Faculties of Education and sent to the College upon request of the 
teacher candidate. In order to be granted the temporary certificate, applicants must have also paid all 
necessary fees and meet all other applicable certification requirements.  

 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21001
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21002


Western Faculty of Education Approval Requirements 

Teacher Candidates will only be considered for a Temporary Certificate if: 

• Practica 1 through 3 are successful and have included a minimum of 50 days 
o  (Practicum 3 ends before March Break)  

• TC’s receive a recommendation from their Practicum 3 AT (in addition to the AT report) 

• all course work has been completed satisfactorily* (courses end before Practicum 3; final 
grades are due March 19 and most will be in before that) 

*except for EDUC 5025Q and EDUC 5026S (AFE) - deadline to complete is May 20, 2021. Could be 
completed part-time simultaneously with Practicum  

 
 
This is likely to mean that, at the earliest, Western Teacher Candidates will be eligible to complete their 
Temporary Certificate application after March 12, 2021. With the OCT processing timeline, it will likely 
be mid-April before any receive their Temporary Certificates. 
 
The final Practicum (#4) is scheduled for March 22 to April 23, 2021.  
 
We know you are in dire need of occasional teachers. We believe our strategy for the Temporary 
Certificate gives Teacher Candidates the best chance possible to mitigate any risk from a lack of 
readiness. Our approach of getting to the end of the third practicum readies Teacher Candidates and 
while enabling our Board of Education partners to hire in realistic time-frames. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Donna Kotsopoulos, Ph.D. 
Dean & Professor, Faculty of Education 
Western University 
1137 Western Road 
London, ON, Canada, N6G 1G7 
 
 
 



 


