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Mathematics Proficiency Test for Applicants to the Ontario College 

of Teachers (OCT) 

 

  
Dear Students and Instructors, 
 
As you are aware, the government will require new teachers to pass a math proficiency test in 
order to register with the Ontario College of Teachers (OCT). Ontario applicants who have 
completed their application for registration with the OCT on or after March 31, 2020, which 
includes the receipt of all required documentation and fees by the OCT, must pass the 
Mathematics Proficiency Test in order to become certified. Applicants across all subjects and 
grades must pass the test. 
 
The math proficiency test is not a graduation requirement for completion of an initial teacher 
education program. 
 
The following Q&A list was provided to us from the Ministry. As you will see below, the 
expectation is that questions will resemble those from past EQAO tests. There are samples 
available online that can be used as practice, for Grade 3, 6 and 9 (see for example, 
http://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/grade-9-math/Pages/example-assessment-materials-current-

year.aspx). Dr. George Gadinidis, (the coordinator of Mathematics in our faculty) is working with 
colleagues across the province to develop additional support resources – especially for Grades 
10 and 11.  
 
This is all of the information that we have to date. I will share additional information as I receive 
it. We are working together to ensure that there will be multiple opportunities for you to prepare 
and strengthen your skills as needed.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy Hibbert, Phd., 
Professor and Associate Dean, Teacher Education  

 

  
 
 
 

http://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/grade-9-math/Pages/example-assessment-materials-current-year.aspx
http://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/grade-9-math/Pages/example-assessment-materials-current-year.aspx
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Qs and As: 
 
Q. Why do we need a math test? 
A. The math proficiency test is one part of the Ministry of Education’s math strategy to provide 
students with opportunities to develop a strong understanding of the fundamentals of math.  
 
Q. How will the math test help teachers and students? 
A. The math proficiency test will offer a consistent measure of teacher understanding of math content 
knowledge, and an opportunity to increase teacher confidence in their ability to teach mathematics.  
Having a solid understanding of mathematics will ensure that students are prepared with skills such 
as problem-solving, communication, and financial literacy – everything students will need for their 
careers and everyday living.  
 
Q. Is this test a graduation requirement? 
A. No. The math proficiency test for teachers is a requirement for registration with the Ontario College 
of Teachers. The test is not a requirement for completion of an initial teacher education program.   
 
Q. Do other professions use tests/exams as a measure of readiness 
A. Yes. Several Canadian professions assess the readiness of new graduates to enter the field. 
Entrance-to-the-profession tests/exams are administered to ensure that new graduates have a 
minimum level of knowledge and skills. Professional regulatory bodies for Occupational Therapists, 
Dental Hygienists and Nurses, for example, require candidates to pass exams of basic knowledge 
and skills as a condition to be registered/licensed to practice in Ontario. 
 
Q. Are there other jurisdictions that have a mandatory math test for teachers? 
A. Yes. Both the United Kingdom and Australia have a mandatory math test for teachers. Ontario will 
be the first province or territory to have a mandatory math test for teachers in Canada. 
 
Q. How were stakeholders involved in the development of the math proficiency test? 
A.  The ministry held several information gathering sessions with stakeholders, including 
representatives from faculties of education, to gather information regarding the implementation of a 
math proficiency test. 
 
Q. What types of questions will be on the teacher math proficiency test? 
A. The test will include both math content and pedagogical knowledge questions. At least 70 per cent 
of the test will be math content and the remainder pedagogy.  
 
Q. What is the format of the test? 
A. The test will consist of multiple-choice questions. 
 
Q. What mark will be required to successfully pass the test?  
A. The test will be divided into two sections: math and pedagogy. Candidates will require a mark of 70 
per cent or higher in each of the two sections to successfully pass the test. 
 
Q. What level of math knowledge will be tested? 
A.  The test will require a knowledge and understanding of the math covered in the Ontario Math 
Curriculum, from grades 3 to 11 (inclusive).  This approach builds confidence that teachers are well 
prepared to teach the mathematics curriculum, regardless of the grade assigned as it is important that 
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teachers understand how concepts develop over time to teach effectively. The math curriculum 
component will make up 70 per cent of the test.  
 
Q. What pedagogical knowledge will be tested? 
A. The pedagogy component (30 per cent of the test) will focus on candidate’s understanding of math 
assessment, planning and ability to facilitate student learning specific to math. Questions will be 
linked to pedagogical policy of the Ontario Ministry of Education (i.e., Growing Success (2010), 
Learning for All (2013) and the front matter of the Ontario math curriculum documents). 
 
Q. What areas of math will be included on the test?   
A. The math test will focus on aspects of math that people use in their daily lives at work and home 
(e.g., financial literacy).  The test will also focus on the math concepts that Ontario students continue 
to struggle with annually according to provincial assessment data.  
 
Q. What is the best way to prepare for the test? 
A. EQAO will develop online preparation and support materials, including practice tests, that will be 
made available to help individuals taking the test. These materials are not yet available. 
 
Q. Who will develop the test? 
A. The Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) will develop the test.  
 
Q. Who will administer the test? 
A. The test will be administered by faculties of education. 
 
Q. Will there be a fee to take the test? 
A. There will be no fee to write the test on the first attempt for those who must pass the test to register 
with the OCT. A fee will be required for subsequent and/or voluntary attempts.  
 
Q. How many times can a person take the test? 
A. There is no limit to the number of times a person may take the mathematics test. 
 
Q. When does the math test requirement come into effect? 
A. With the Proficiency in Mathematics regulation, new applicants to the OCT will be required to 
successfully pass a mathematics proficiency test if their application for registration is completed on or 
after March 31, 2020. 
 
Q. When will the test be available? 
A. The test will be available in the late winter/early spring of 2020.  
 
Q. Who is required to take the test? 
A. Applicants across all subjects and grades must pass the test. Ontario applicants who have 
completed their application for registration with the OCT on or after March 31, 2020, which includes 
the receipt of all required documentation and fees by the OCT, must pass the mathematics 
proficiency test in order to become certified.  
 
Q. Are there any teachers who are not required to take the test? 
A. Teachers who currently hold a teacher’s certificate from another province or territory will not be 
required to complete the test when applying for a certificate of qualification and registration with the 
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OCT, in accordance with Ontario’s labour mobility obligations. However, internationally-educated 
teachers will be required to write the test within two years of being granted their initial certification 
issued by the OCT.   
 
Q. How will internationally educated teachers access the test and materials? 
A. Resources and practice tests will be made available.  Internationally educated teachers will take 
the test through faculties of education.  
 
Q.  Can the test be taken at any time? 
A. Faculties of education will identify testing periods as part of their responsibility in administering the 
test.  
 
Q. Who will mark the test? 
A. EQAO will mark the test.  
 
Q. How will I know I have passed the test? 
A. EQAO will provide test results to those who write the test.  
 
Q. How will the College know I have passed the test? 
A. EQAO will notify the OCT of all successful attempts and will notify those who write the test of their 
results (both successful and unsuccessful).  
 
Q. What about current teachers? How will the government improve their ability to teach math? 
A. Teachers currently registered with the OCT are not required to complete the test. However, current 
members of the OCT will be able to do so voluntarily. As well, the Ministry of Education has asked 
school boards to hold a mandatory Professional Activity (PA) day in fundamental math skills.  
The government’s new math strategy includes several supports for current teachers.  Read the 
Ministry of Education’s news release for more information.  

https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en/2019/08/first-year-investment-of-ontarios-four-year-math-strategy-announced.html

